ALABAMA BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF

ADSCAPE ARCHTECT

MINUTES
Board Meeting
March 12, 2024

=

The Alabama Board of Examiners of Landscape Architects met on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, at the
Board’s office located at 2777 Zelda Road in Montgomery, Alabama to conduct regular business of
the Board. The following members were in attendance: Mr. Chad Watkins (Board Chair) and Ms.
Julie Stephens (Vice Chair) and Ms. Lea Ann Macknally (member). Others in attendance were Mr.
Keith Warren (Executive Director), Mr. Hunter Sims (Board Legal Counsel), Ms. Leah Cochrane
(Licensing Specialist), Ms. Angela Warr (Executive Assistant) and Ms. Renee’ Reames (recording
secretary). Chairman Watkins called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. Mr. Warren called Board
member roll and he announced that a quorum of the members was present to conduct business.

Public notice of this regularly scheduled meeting was published on the Secretary of State’s web site
at www.sos.alabama.gov in accordance with the requirements of the Alabama Open Meetings Act
and advertised on the Board’s web site at www.abela.alabama.gov.

Approval of Agenda

Chairman Watkins presented for Board approval the agenda for the March 12, 2024, meeting. A
copy of the agenda was provided to the members prior to the meeting for their review.

MOTION: Ms. Stephens made a motion to approve the March agenda as presented. The motion was
seconded by Ms. Macknally and unanimously approved by the Board.

Approval of Minutes
Chairman Watkins presented for Board approval a copy of the October 3, 2023 minutes from the

regular meeting and a copy of the January 30, 2024, minutes from the special/called meeting. Copies
of the minutes were provided to the members prior to the meeting for their review. Ms. Macknally
. presented corrections to typographical errors on pages 2, 6 and 7 in the October minutes.
MOTION: Ms. Stephens made a motion to approve the October regular meeting minutes as
_corrected. The motion was seconded by Ms. Macknally and unanimously approved by the Board.
MOTION: Ms. Macknally made the motion to approve the January minutes as presented. The
motion was seconded by Ms. Stephens and unanimously approved by the Board.

REPORTS
Board Chair Report
Chairman Watkins indicated that he had no report at this time.

Executive Director’s Report

Mr. Warren presented the Executive Director’s Report. He reported on the number of licensees
(#285) as of March 11, 2024, and indicated that no complaints had been received in FY 2024. Other
activities performed by staff since the last Board meeting held in October were also reviewed. He
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activities performed by staff since the last Board meeting held in October were also reviewed. He
submitted a list of expired licenses as of March 12, 2024, and indicated that renewal and late notices
had been sent. (Copies of these reports are available in official Book of Minutes).

Financial Report

Mr. Warren presented the financial activities of the Board for the period ending February 29, 2024,
which included a cash reconciliation report and detailed list of obligations vs. budget (copy available
in official Book of Minutes).

MOTION: Ms. Stephens made a motion to accept the financial report as presented. The motion was
seconded by Ms. Macknally and unanimously approved by the Board.

Mr. Warren reported that the proposed Board legislation was out of committee and had been
forwarded to the House chamber for approval.

Legal Counsel’s Report
Mr. Sims reported on the process to release RFP for Administrative Services and thanked the Board
for their assistance. He indicated that the RFP response would be presented later in the meeting.

CLARB Update
Ms. Macknally reported that the annual CLARB meeting was scheduled to be held in Buffalo, New

York, beginning September 19, 2024. She reported that the ASLA and CLARB Licensure Summit
was scheduled to begin September 16" preceding the CLARB annual meeting. She commented on
the variety of CLARB continuing education programs being planned that would benefit and align
with licensure portability concerning CE requirements from one state to another.

OLD BUSINESS

Continuing Education Review Committee

The Board discussed having representatives of the Continuing Education Review Committee attend
future Board meetings and present a report on the Committee’s activities. The Board reviewed Rule
500-X-2-.14(5) concerning the creation of the CE Review Committee and designated role. The
Board discussed designating a Board member to serve on the Committee.

MOTION: Ms. Stephens made the motion to appoint Ms. Macknally to serve on the CE Review
Committee. The motion was seconded by Ms. Macknally and unanimously approved by the Board.
The Board asked the CE Committee to meet, elect a chairperson and to present recommendations at
the next Board meeting about any updates and changes to the Board’s Rule concerning the
Committee’s role, etc. The Board discussed having the Committee’s recommendations concerning
auditing of licensing files regarding CE requirements.

NEW BUSINESS

Review of RFP Responses for Administrative Services Contract

Mr. Sims reported that the Board had received one RFP response, which was from Smith Warren
Management Services. Mr. Warren and staff left the meeting while the Board reviewed the proposal.
MOTION: Ms. Macknally made the motion to authorize the Board Chair to negotiate with Smith
Warren for Administrative Services based on the RFP response provided. The motion was seconded
by Ms. Stephens and unanimously approved by the Board : .
MOTION: Ms. Macknally made the motion that the fees submitted were acceptable to the Board.
The motion was seconded by Ms. Stephens and unanimously approved by the Board.
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MOTION: Ms. Macknally made the motion to approve the Board Chair to negotiate and sign the
contract as the administrative procedures were clarified. The motion was seconded by Ms. Stephens
and unanimously approved by the Board.

Mr. Warren and staff rejoined the meeting.

Chairman Watkins commented on modifications to the Board’s website and staff activities to
include:

e Updating the CE page to include current committee members and basic CE renewal
' requirements. Examples discussed were:

-Complete 16 CE hours within the previous renewal period. Within the 16 CE hours, a
minimum of 8 hours must be related to maintaining or improving the health, safety and
welfare (HSW) of the public.
-CE hours earned after October 15 can be applied to the following years so long as the CE
requirements for the current year’s renewal application were fulfilled within that calendar
year.
-Failure to include CE hours related to HSW would result in expiration of the State license
effective December 31,
-Note to CE Providers: For any CE program, please submit your topic and summary of
content to Board staff. The Board discussed that procedures would include all CE providers
requesting approval of credit hours that would be submitted to the Board’s office (staff) and
then be passed on to the Committee Chair and Committee members. Committee
communications with licensees and CE providers should be filtered through the Board’s
office (staff).
-Add section on random CE compliance audits conducted during renewal of license.

e The repealed sections of the Board’s rules would be relocated and listed at the end of the
rules to allow for continuous flow of current rules.

e Board FAQs would include all the Board’s pamphlet narratives.

¢ Add the Board member appointment process and link to the Governor’s website page on
who to apply for consideration to serve on the Board, etc. The Board further discussed
creating a diversity tracker of licensee demographics.

¢ Updating the project photos shown on the website.

e Clarify the types of records involved in requesting Public Records vs. procedures to request
duplicate license and verification of licenses.

Approval of Applications and License Ratifications
Chairman Watkins presented a list of new licensees for the Board’s approval and called for a motion
to ratify approval.

e Ms. Macknally moved to ratify approval of licensee #955. The motion was seconded by Ms.
Stephens. Following a roll call vote, the motion was unanimously approved by the Board.
¢ Ms. Macknally moved to ratify approval of licensee #956. The motion was seconded by Ms.
Stephens. Following a roll call vote, the motion was unanimously approved by the Board.
e Ms. Macknally moved to ratify approval of licensee #958. The motion was seconded by Ms.
Stephens. Following a roll call vote, the motion was unanimously approved by the Board.
e Ms. Macknally moved to ratify approval of licensee #959 The motion was seconded by Ms.
Stephens. Following a roll call vote, the motion was unanimously approved by the Board.

ALABAMA BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
Board Meeting Minutes
March 12, 2024
Page 3 of 4



* Ms. Macknally moved to ratify approval of licensee #960. The motion was seconded by Ms.
Stephens. Following a roll call vote, the motion was unanimously approved by the Board.
* Ms. Macknally moved to ratify approval of licensee #961. The motion was seconded by Ms.
Stephens. Following a roll call vote, the motion was unanimously approved by the Board.
¢ Ms. Macknally moved to ratify approval of licensee #962. The motion was seconded by Ms.
Stephens. Following a roll call vote, the motion was unanimously approved by the Board.
* Ms. Macknally moved to ratify approval of licensee #963. The motion was seconded by Ms.
Stephens. Following a roll call vote, the motion was unanimously approved by the Board.
* Ms. Macknally moved to ratify approval of licensee #964. The motion was seconded by Ms.
Stephens. Following a roll call vote, the motion was unanimously approved by the Board.

The Board requested that the list of new licenses be approved by the Board include reciprocity and
examination, along with modifications to the licensure checklist to include date of email approval.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OTHER BUSINESS

Ms. Macknally reported on speaking to a landscape architecture class at Auburn University
concerning State licensure and CLARB path to licensure. She reported that the bachelor’s program
had applied for accreditation and the master’s program was accredited.

She also reported on the ASLA spring conference to be held in Auburn in April 19, 2024 and
encouraged Board members to attend.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business of the Board, Ms. Stephens made the motion that the meeting be
adjourn and Ms. Macknally seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved by the
Board and Chairman Watkins adjourned the meeting at 12:08 p.m.

Minutes Approved on Mdm P 92/4/ 92097_//,/ /rr@
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