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Webcast Tech Tips and Reminders
Please mute your microphone unless 
presenting. 

Chat function on bottom of screen is available 
– and presenters will see questions posted.

This event is being recorded and will be 
emailed to all registrants.

Closed captioning is available. To enable this feature on a 
computer, click “Live Transcript” and “Show Subtitle.” For users 
on a phone or tablet, captioning will be enabled automatically.



Presenters

LEA ANN MACKNALLY

ABELA Board Member / 
CLARB Past President

ZACH DRUGA

CLARB Government Affairs & 
Advocacy Manager

BRADLEY RAWLS

ASLA Government Affairs

CHRISTINA ARGO

ASLA Alabama Chapter 
President



Agenda

 Welcome

 About ABELA

 Uniform Standard Background

 ABELA Uniform Standard Discussion & Proposed 
Legislation 

 Uniform Standard - ASLA Perspective 

 Questions 

 Next Steps



Alabama Code 1975 § 34-17-1

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT. A person who is engaged or offers to 
engage in the practice of landscape architecture, as hereinafter 
defined in this state.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE. The performance of 
professional services such as consultation, investigation, research, 
planning, design, preparation of drawings and specifications and 
responsible supervision in connection with the development of land 
areas where, and to the extent that the dominant purpose of such 
services is the preservation, enhancement, or determination of 
proper land uses, natural land features, planting, naturalistic and 
aesthetic values, the settings and approaches to structures or other 
improvements, the setting of grades and determining drainage and 
providing for standard drainage structures, and the consideration 
and determination of environmental problems of land including 
erosion, blight, and other hazards.

ALABAMA REGULATORY BOARD

The Board of Examiners of Landscape Architects was 
created to regulate the practice of landscape 
architecture for the protection of the health, safety 
and welfare of the public. 

• KEITH WARREN, Executive Director

• LEAH COCHRANE, Administrator

• CHAD WATKINS, Chair

• JULIE STEPHENS, Secretary

• LEA ANN MACKNALLY, Member

www.abela.alabama.gov

http://www.abela.alabama.gov/


WORK OF THE BOARD

• LICENSURE DEFENSE

• CONTINUING EDUCATION

• PUBLIC PROTECTION / COMPLAINTS

www.abela.alabama.gov

ABELA is a member of Council of Landscape Architectural Registration 
Boards (CLARB). www.clarb.org

http://www.abela.alabama.gov/
http://www.clarb.org/


WORK OF THE BOARD

Ala.Code 1975 § 34-17-3 § 34-17-3. Board of Examiners of Landscape 
Architects -- Powers and duties generally.

(c) The board may make, adopt, and amend such rules and regulations as it 
deems necessary to carry out the provisions of this chapter.



Making 
Proactive 
Change: 
Implementing 
the Uniform 
Standard



Why a Uniform Standard?

Achieve consistent 
licensure 
requirements 
across jurisdictions

01
Improve the 
landscape 
architecture 
mobility model

02
Provide for 
increased equity to 
promote diversity 

03
Increase 
defensibility of 
licensure 
requirements   

04



Elements of a Defensible Uniform Standard

Inclusive Education Pathways

Justifiable Experience Requirements

Accessible Licensure Examination



Data and Information Inputs

Recommendations 
from ASLA on 

alternative educational 
paths / Inputs from 

CELA

Requirements for 
related design 

disciplines 
(architecture and 

engineering)

Correlations related to 
current member 

requirements

Correlations related to 
years of experience 

(and education type) 
and demonstration of 

competency

Input from the 
profession on when 

they felt competent to 
practice independently



Pathways in Uniform Standard



Alabama Requirements vs Uniform Standard

Alabama Years of Experience Uniform Standard Years of Experience

Accredited bachelor’s LA 
degree

2 Accredited LA degree (or 
international equivalent)

2

Accredited master’s or 
doctoral LA degree

1 Non-accredited LA 
degree

4

Phased out experience 
only

8 (Phased out) Any other bachelor’s 6

Experience only 8



Uniform 
Standard 
Progress



ASLA Public Policies



ASLA Public Policies: Professional Licensure



WORK OF THE BOARD

Ala.Code 1975 § 34-17-3 § 34-17-3. Board of Examiners of Landscape 
Architects -- Powers and duties generally.

(c) The board may make, adopt, and amend such rules and regulations as it 
deems necessary to carry out the provisions of this chapter.



WORK OF THE BOARD

PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE CHANGES



WORK OF THE BOARD

CURRENT RULES – Section 500-x-2-.03



Questions



RESOURCES

• UPDATED ABELA WEBSITE!
www.abela.alabama.gov

QUESTIONS?
Contact the board: landscapeboard@alstateboard.com

Thank you!

http://www.abela.alabama.gov/
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